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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of 
Viet LE et al. 

Application No.: 08/923,461 

Filed: September^ 1997 

For: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 

MODULAR MULTIPLEXING AND 
AMPLIFICATION IN A MULTI- 
CHANNEL PLAN 



Group Art Unit: 2633 
Examiner: M. Sedighian 



RECEIVED 
OCT 3 0 200* 
Technology eemw 2600 



DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.131 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 * 

Sir: , 

We, Viet Le and Xiaoping Mao, inventors of the subject matter claimed in the above- 
referenced application, hereby declare that: 



1. Two Invention Disclosures, describing the claimed subject matter, were signed 
by us, and witnessed, prior to September 2, 1997 (See Exhibits A & B). 

2. A first draft of a United States patent application for the claimed subject 
matter was completed prior to September 2, 1997 by our attorney. A letter, Exhibit C, 
accompanying and referencing the completed first draft was written by our attorney and sent 
to MCI Telecommunications Corp. 

3. In accordance with our comments on the first draft, a revised second draft of a 
United States patent application for the claimed. subject matter was completed prior to 
September 2, 1997 by our attorney and mailed to MCI Telecommunications Corp. A letter 
written'by.our attorney and dated prior to September 2, 1997 (Exhibit D) accompanied and 
referenced the revised second draft Application. 
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4. A third and final draft of a United States patent application for the claimed 
subject matter was completed prior to September 2, 1997 by our attorney. A letter, Exhibit E, 



accompanying and referencing the completed final draft was written by our attorney and sent 
to MCI Telecommunications Corp. The letter acknowledges that the final draft has been 
revised in accordance with our comments to the second draft. 

5. On September 4, 1997, the above-referenced patent application was filed in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. A letter (Exhibit F), accompanying and 
referencing a copy of the filed patent application, was written by our attorney and sent to MCI 
Communications Corp. on September 4, 1997. 

6. We further declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and, 
further, that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 
18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements made jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing therefrom. 




Signature: 




Date: 



Signature: 
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Technology Center 2600 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 ' 

Sir: 

We, Viet Le and Xiaoping Mao, inventors of the subject matter claimed in the above- 
referenced application, hereby declare that: 

1 . Two Invention Disclosures, describing the claimed subject matter, were signed 
by us, and witnessed, prior to September 2, 1997 (See Exhibits A & B). 

2. A first draft of a United States patent application for the claimed subject 
matter was completed prior to September 2, 1997 by our attorney. A letter, Exhibit C, 
accompanying and referencing the completed first draft was written by our attorney and sent 
to MCI Telecommunications Corp. 



3. In accordance with our comments on the first draft, a revised second draft of a 
United States patent application for the claimed subject matter was completed prior to 
September 2, 1997 by our attorney and mailed to MCI Telecommunications Corp. A letter 
written by our attorney and dated prior to September 2, 1997 (Exhibit D) accompanied and 
referenced the revised second draft Application. 
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4. A third and final draft of a United States patent application for the claimed 
subject matter was completed prior to September 2, 1997 by our attorney. A letter, Exhibit E, 
accompanying and referencing the completed final draft, was written by our attorney and sent 
to MCI Telecommunications Corp. The letter acknowledges that the final draft has been 
revised in accordance with our comments to the second draft. 

5. On September 4, 1997, the above-referenced patent application was filed in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. A letter (Exhibit F), accompanying and 
referencing a copy of the filed patent application, .was written by our attorney and sent to MCI 
Communications Corp. on September 4, 1997. 

6. We further declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and, 
further, that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and 
the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 
1 8 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements made jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issuing therefrom. 





Date: 
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LIST OF EXHIBITS 



A: Copy of a first Invention Disclosure, describing a portion of the claimed subject 
matter, signed and witnessed prior to September 2, 1997. 

B: Copy of a second Invention Disclosure, describing the remaining claimed subject 
matter not described by Exhibit A, signed and witnessed prior to September 2, 1997. 

C: Copy of a letter sent to MCI Telecommunications Corp., dated prior to September 2, 
1997, which accompanied and referenced a first draft application. 

D: Copy of a letter sent to MCI Telecommunications Corp., dated prior to September 2, 
1997, which accompanied and referenced a second draft application. 

E: Copy of a letter sent to MCI Telecommunications Corp., dated prior to September 2, . 
1997, which accompanied and referenced a final draft application. 

F: Copy of a letter sent to MCI Communications Corp., bearing the date of September 4, 
1997, which accompanied and referenced a copy of the patent application that was filed on 
the same date. 
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Mr. Ykt Lc 
Mr. Charlie Mao 

MCI TdeooBoaunicatloiis Corponuio* 
2400North Gfcavffle Dp** 
Dept 1167/107 
Rkhsnbon, TX 7508Z 

Re:' Draft US. Utility Pata* Application 

For Method and Systw For Modular Optical Line AmptiHc*ii«>a 

Inventus: Vwt Ltes al. 
MaRcf.RJC-96-153 
SK.GF Rcfc I575.25SOOOO 



Dear Gendemcn: 

Enclosed p£eae find a first draft of the «injw.-v^wkj«3cd patent abdication- Hexac icvicw 
draft «pc&ca^^n^caoy»^ Do not hesitate to caonncat or < ***=*^ m 

MwttiB g mthc<^^alkaw6^«w te<,, * ,, ™^ ft b atKmdy imporart *ai any tecWal 

^t ^K^-. tih^fi.H ihniMiiirfTa«tenwricOfto(USrro). Please be Tcryaiticalm your - 
renew » we rat to accurale*y «d ciwyiciciyc^^ «U fi^ of the mradoo. 

Ptraram to standard MCI poiicy, we rarest dwH you complete your review and j*«-kia 

if KB ^possible to lib goal. UponnxwisgyowcanwK^^wUa^toyona taa* 




SCTSOT. G03LU«XB12* 5c Fox P.L.X.C. 

Mi. Viet Lc 
Mr. CHarlie Mao 

?a 5 c 2 

application via MCI parent engineer, Ms, Atousa Raissyan. Of course, the final appiicanon ts 
subject to any additional comments from you. 

for your infcnnatxoa, wc have enclosed a memo w\m an expianafaoa of the parts of *e 
application. 

We still need farther Inventor m&maiLon for Mr. Viet Lc For your conveiueacc, w 
have included an Inventor Information Table, Ptese reten this information at your earliest 
convenience to us via email or ftcaanilc Thi* mformatiou i« needed in order to prepare the 
Declaration and Assignment forms which you Twill nrraitn before filing the application in the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 

USPTO Rules require that we disclose to the Examiner all information that we know of 
that b material to tbc patentability of the uT*cntioa. This iz called the "Duty of Disclosure." We 
have enclosed a menso with an explanation of the Duly of Disclosure. Hie Dury of Disclosure 
remains in egcctuxrti^ Failure Co disclose all material intonation to the 

Examiner may cause a court to hold the patent invalid. Wc therefor* request that you and anyone 
else substantively involved in the patent application proceas forward to us any infonnation 
kiwwn to b* material so th* 

all Information Disclosure Statements (JDS) to be filed within three months of the filing of the 
application- In any event, ft is important that an IDS be fibd before the Examiner firai acta on 
the case, if there is information to submit. 

If you have any questions or comments concerning this appiicanon draft pleas* do not 
hesitate to «*M We look forward to receiving your comments. 

Very truly ywrs, 

Sterne, Kissush, Gouotxin & yox ?.LXC 
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Via Fwdxral Exgmi 

Mr. Frank A. McKkl 

^T-ig, pi"-— r— "n™™™ 1 

2400 North Gltamlic Drive 
Rkhanfaon, TX 75082 . 

Be: Final U.S. Patent AppfiatioQ 

For: Method and Sjtfem for Modular MnWpJexmg and 
AmpUfiotiaQ b a Malfi-Ctaaad Ptaa 

Ioveccoo: Viet Le oi. 

MeiHef.:RIC-9&-153 COPY 
OarRef. 1573.2350000 ^ 

Dear Frank: 

Eadoodisa&ripasrtappJk^^ Atocadowl 
arc a complesed. Deduction and Fewer of Aneaney fnxxo, and » co ^^** e ^'^?^ 1,,,B "*J^^^ • 
^xteHpoTby to and Ma. Tammy thb find appb^u* cowato *c 

SiAinrfsiijcct mancr of two cases (MCI Ret N«L KK-96-151 and RJC-96-153). 

ThcapplkatkmlaMberaKnriaedta 
_ Haa, ct* appJkatiou storid now be In a coaditton for filing witt Ac U.6. r*^>- 

and Trademark Office (TJSFTO). 

mere with the aaproval of all of yoa. a>ca we request 4i£j«»ba«:4c invcr«or<s) rcV ^J^ 
caoafcitelfcaJartamaiaiPawrroCAi^^ have fce mvwHwtaj 

« te rep.™ d» *« *ey ma* ^Marattoa^PowtrafAOT^-^te 

appropriate spacts a£ tbe Awgnmenc 



Srxaifs. Kasaxaat GouDsrant * Foac *,i^~c. 



Mi- Frank A. McKicI 
P*gt 2 

ITttn, please return the application and the executed formal document to as so (hat we may 
file tfcem wn* the USPTO. 

Our goal for filing this applanation is . Thus, wc request thai these papers 

be sent to us for filing with the USPTO as sow as possible. 

USPTO p.nfa— require that we disclose to the Examiner all information that we know of thai 
is materia] to the patentability of the invention- Thai is called the "Duty of Disclosure." The Duty 
of Disclosure remain* in effect until the issuance of a potent. Failure to disclose all material 
infotmarion to the Examiner may cause a court to hold the patent invalid We therefore request that 
you, the inventors), and anyone else sutecantrvtiy involved in the parent application process forward 
to us any uifbnnation known to be p wrtB *" Mi . so that we can submit it to the Examiner. The Rules of 
Practice encourage all Information Disclosure Statements (IDS) to be filed within three months of 
the fiiip g of the application. La any event, it is important that an IDS be filed before the Hxa miner 
first acta on the case, if thee© u cafbnnation t» submit 

Please contact us if you have any questions or comments regarding the foregoing. Thaci: 

you. 

Very truly youn. 



STERNE, XESSLBX, GOLDSTEIN & FOX 




MVM/jmh 
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cc: Ms. Andrea Caro (w/o enclosures) 
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Mr. Frank A. McKIcl 
Patera Engineer 

MQ Tckcooimiiaicadoas Corporation 
2400 North Glenvillc Drive 
Richardson, TX 75082 



Re: Final U.S. Patent Application 

For: Method aid System Tor Modular M ottfnfrring and 
Ampiiflcatioa in a Matt-Chanel Fha 

Inventors: Viet Le a ai. 
MQ Ref.: RIC-96-153 
OurRef: 1575.2350000 . 



Via Fe&rai Exprtss 



MQ CONFIDENTIAL 



Eadosed is a final pace* application for the ahow^rfeenced axvearion. Alsoeadosed 
npfacd DccianOon and Fewer of Attorney fam, and a completed A^ rig rimrTtf form. As 



are a - - - _ . . . . 

agreed opon by tbc inventors ad Ms. Tammy William, (his final appficadon cooams a* 
axnbincd subject nanrr of two cases (MCI Bef. Nos. WC-96-151 and WC-96-153)- 

The appticaDDO baa bc=n revised in acconiancc wiA your commoB and the comments of 
tuc invewDra. For your crawchieDce. we enclose a red-lined venion comparing *is Saai 
application with ±c previous applkaooo sent to you an - Thus, "JW™ 011 

sbfflUd now he in a condition for filing won the U.S. Pans* and Trademark: Office (USPTO). 



S tjbhjth. Kcssusa. GoujarBOf A Fox p.i^c 

Mr. Frank A. McKiei 
Pagc.2 

Wc request chat you and the mvcoiorfs) review the enclosed application. If thnpplkaOon 
meets with the approval of all of yon, then we request that you have die inventoefs) review and 
eAecuie the Declaration and Power of Attorney and the Alignment. Please have ibe mvemnrCs). 
emcr Uie respective dates thai they each utccuad the Dechntioa and Power of Anorcey into the 
appropriate spaces of the Assignment. 

Then, please return the applkaooa and the crxoigd formal docurocno to us 30 that we may 
file ihem with the USPTO. 

Our goal for fflii« this application is Tims, we request thai fccscpapexs 

be sent to us for filing wkh The USPTO as soon as posaib'te. 

USPTO Riite require thai we disclose to the Examiner ill infonxiaxion that we know of that 
is material to the patentability of the invention. Ibis ia called the "Duty of Disclosure." The Ducy 
of Disclosure remains in effect unrii the issuance of a patent- Failure to disclose all material 
information to the Examiner may cause a coun to hold the patent invalid. Wc therefore request that 
you, the nrvenfior(a), and anyone else substantively cnvolvwi in the patent application pxncc» ferwani 
to us any information known 10 be material so that we cap Jubmit it to the Examiner. The Rules of 
Practice encourage all Information Disclosure Statanenta (IDS) to be filed within three months of 
the filing of the appUcarion. In any event, it is important that an IDS be filed before the Examiner 
first acts on the case, if there is information 10 submit* 

Please contact us if you have any questkm or comments refardinf the foregoing. Thank 

you. . , 

Very truly yours, 

STERNE, KESSLER. GOLDSTEIN & FOX 




Michael V. Mcssingcx 
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cc: Michael E. Melton (w/o enclosures) 




Ao»OaT C—<%^-< a-fT.^w€ 

Zo*+*o J. KX**tc» 

j£»*C A. 40V»«1»« 

M»C***UC A. Ci 
MtC«4(V ft- 

amo«ca G. M«i«m 
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September 4, 1997 



(202) 371-2667 



Michael Metatt, Esquire 
Ajtocute Technology Counsel 

- Chief Patau Counsel 
Technology Department 

Law and Public Policy 
MCI O aim tun cation* {TtrporiCtolk 
U33 l^Soee^N.W. 
Washington, D.C 20036 

Re: U.S- ^k3o^TOitM^d UnlSy Pucnt Application 

Appl. No.: to be assigned; Rfcd: September^ 1997 
For Mated and Syrteat ftr Mttdatar MidrifrffTing and 
Axnj^ftafeo in a Mnltf-CWnd Plaa 

Inventors: Vict Le tt aZ. 
MQ Kef.: RIC-96-153 
Our Rrf: 1575.2550000 



Dear Michael: 

arc pieasrd to report Itefi l997 > along whfatfac 

following documents: • 

U.S. Utility Patent Application entitled: 

Mettod ind Sy3tm for Mednlar Mrdtipfntng and AjajOlflcarioa 
In a Multi-Channel Plaa 




awsarx. Kmsict. OoLDnm & Fox p.iJLo. 

Michael Melton, Esquire 
September 4, 1997 
Page 2 

and naming as inventor 
Viet Lc and Xiaoping Mao 
the application consisting of: 

1 . A specification containing: 

(a) 15 . pagtt of desodptum prior to the claims; 

(b) 15 pages of claims (40 wtal claims and 5 independent claims); and 

(c) a one (1) page abstract; 

2. sheets of informal drawings: (Figures L-4); and 

3. An original executed combined Declaration and Power of Attorney; 

4. Form PTO-1082 (in duplicate); 

5. Cover letter for Assignment (Fona PTO-1 595); 

6. An original executed Assignment to MCI Coihn ipnigatfon* Cftfporatian: 

7. Pl«*g gWy» to MO TVprv* Amvmt No 1 fiir SI .4 \ Q.OQ to cover: 

S 770 (XI Filing fee for patent application; 

S 440.QQ Claim fee for claims in excess of twenty, 

S I 6*0.00 Claim fee &r independent claims in execae of three; and 

3 40.00 Assignment recordation fee: and 

S. Three (3) return post cards. 

Copies of the documents as filed arc enclosed for your records. 

Please note that certain countries are not members of the Paris convention, Non-Paris 
convention countries do not lecognszn any United States fifing u apriority document and (be filing 
of the application in the United States may not provide protectinn in such cocaines. Tbetefote, if you 
have any interest in filing in any nan- Paris convention country, please let us know prior to my 
disclosure (written, omi, or electronic) of the subject nutter. 




Stkhot. GoiBmin & Fox r,ui~c 

Michael tacitoru Esquire 
September 4, 1997 
Page 3 

Please be reminded thai the duty of disclosure continues throughout the entire patent 
application process, and ends only with the actual issuance of a patent. Therefore, if you or anyone 
else substantively involved in the pares! application process becuroea aware of information that 
might be considered material, please forward it to us immediately. We can then submit it to the 
patent examiner tor his consideration. The PTO rules of practice encourage an Information 
Disclosure Statement (IDS) to be filed within three months of the filing of the application. In any 
event, it b crucial thai an IDS be filed before the crammer first acta on the case, if there b 
information to submit. 

If you have any questions or comments, do not hesitate to contact us. 

Very truly yours, 

STEJWt, KE33L-2R, GOLOSTEIN & FOX PX.U.C 
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CC; Carl Evan 

h\uaOLS\iKAlL\JI7JV255FTMAL-ICL 




Patent 

Attorney's Docket No. RIC-96-153 




IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Patent Application of ) 



Filed: September 4, 1997 

For: METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR 
MODULAR MULTIPLEXING 
AND AMPLIFICATION IN A 
MULTI-CHANNEL PLAN 



TRANSMITTAL LETTER FOR DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 



Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Enclosed are two Declarations Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 and a List of Exhibits A through 
F for the above-identified patent application. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-1070 and please credit any excess 
fees to such deposit account. 



Viet LE et al. 



Group Art Unit: 2633 



Application No.: 08/923,461 



Examiner: M. Sedighian 



Sir: 



Declaration Transmittal Letter 
Serial No. 08/923,461 
Attorney's Docket No. RIC-96-153 

Page 2 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any appropriate fees under 37 C.F.R. 
§ § 1.16, 1.17, 1 .20(d) and 1.21 that may be required by this paper, and to credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-1070. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Harrity & Snyder, L.L.P. 



By: '^0S^OkJc frftyte ^Sfe7 
Tony M. Cole ( \ 
Reg. No. 43,417 . 

1 1240 Waples Mill Road 
Suite 300 

Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
(571)432-0800 



Date: May 7, 2002 



